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Dear Parent/Caregiver: 

On behalf of the faculty and staff of the Nixa Public Schools, we would like to 

welcome you to a new school year. We are pleased that your family will be a part of an 

exciting new year. 

This handbook contains information concerning rules, regulations, procedures, and 

an explanation of services offered in our elementary schools. Please spend some time 

acquainting yourself and your child with this information. Feel free to contact your 

child’s teacher or principal with any questions you may have. 

We encourage you to take an active role in the education of your child. Through hard 

work, cooperation, and involvement, our students will achieve success in their 

educational endeavors. 

 
 

Dr. Jennifer Chastain- Principal, John Thomas School of Discovery 
Emily Myers- Assistant Principal, John Thomas School of Discovery 
www.johnthomasschoolofdiscovery.net 

http://www.johnthomasschoolofdiscovery.net/
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DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Nixa Public Schools, dedicated to our legacy of excellence, is to 
ensure all students achieve maximum potential and graduate with the knowledge, 
skills and character necessary to succeed as productive, informed, and engaged 
citizens in a diverse society by providing a quality, comprehensive, world-class 

education in a safe and secure learning environment. 
 

JTSD MISSION STATEMENT 

“We are collaborative learners who inquire, create, think 
critically and show integrity at school and beyond.” 

ACCEPTABLE INTERNET USE POLICY 

Use of the Internet is a part of instruction in both the regular classroom and the 
computer lab. Teachers maintain control of Internet sites, and students are informed of 
procedures and restrictions when using the Internet. Failure to follow proper use 
procedures may result in disciplinary action for the student (see School Board Policy 
EHB and EHB-R). A copy of the JTSD Technology Usage is provided to each student 
at the time of registration. Opportunity for a parent to deny their child access to the 
Internet in writing will be made available. 

 

ARRIVAL TIME AT SCHOOL 

On Tuesday through Friday, students should not arrive at school earlier than 8:10 a.m. 
with school starting at 8: 30 am unless special arrangements have been made through 
the XLT program. On Monday, students should not arrive before 8:40 am because 
school will start at 9:00 am to provide time for teacher collaboration. Please contact 
your child’s teacher for additional information. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Attendance in school is extremely important. Please make every effort to have your 
child in school every day on time. If a student is absent, a phone call should be 
made to the school office by 9:00 a.m. When returning to school, the student should 
have a note explaining the reason for the absence. Any student who is tardy must 
receive a tardy slip from the school office to be admitted to class. 

 
Research indicates a strong and direct relationship between school attendance and 
grades, citizenship and success in school. It is very difficult to teach students that are 
not in class. In many cases, the activity that takes place in the class during instruction 
cannot be duplicated later with a book or worksheet. Each child’s participation and 
interaction with peers is part of the lesson. Therefore, children’s attendance is a 
valuable ingredient to their and their classmate’s education. 

 

It is understandable that unavoidable absences will occur.  When this is the case, please 
notify the office the morning of the absence. Prearranged absences should be avoided; 
however, if parents are aware of an absence in advance, they should notify the school 
office as far ahead of the absence as possible. If reasonable time permits, arrangements  
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will be made to get assignments from teachers.  Students who are involved in 
extracurricular activities, which include honor choir, band, drama, or other school 
clubs/activities or special performances/programs, should be in attendance for at least a 
half day in order to participate. 

 

The Nixa Public Schools’ attendance procedure limits absences to eight (8) absences 
per semester. Any absences over ten is considered excessive. In an effort to keep 
parents and guardians informed about attendance, letters will be sent when a student 
reaches five (5) and eight (8) absences. After ten absences, the principal can notify the 
proper authorities if he/she feels it is excessive.  At this time, an attendance contract 
may be signed with the guardians, students, and school officials. Any documentation by 
a doctor’s office that is related to the absence is appreciated.  This documentation is 
kept in the nurse’s office. 

 
Make-up work is the responsibility of the student. Two school days are allowed for the 
first day and one additional day for each successive day thereafter. For example, a 
student missing two days of school will be allowed three days to complete make-up 
work. 

 

EXTENDED LEARNING TIME 
JTSD has the privilege and honor to extend our learning an extra 20 days each 
year. These extended days are implemented so that we can delve much deeper into 
our current curriculum.  With the deeper learning comes needed time to complete ALL 
of our state mandated, grade level goals. Our grade cards will be sent home on the last 
day of school. Learning and assessment takes place throughout the June days. It is 
imperative that your child is at school every day, on time, to finish out the entirety of 
their grade level year. We appreciate your support. 

 

Please take note of the importance of the extra days. These days are not intended as 
summer school days.  Please do not schedule camps or vacations if at all 
possible. Attendance is a high priority for our district and JTSD.  We want to continue 
our great attendance throughout the entire year. Our hours beginning after the 
district’s last day of school are 7:30am to 2:20pm. Bus routes change when our 
school hours change. Make sure that this information is taken into consideration as you 
determine if JTSD and its extended learning time is right for your family. 

 

BULLYING AND HAZING 

The Nixa Public Schools prohibits all forms of hazing, bullying, and student intimidation. 
Students participating in or encouraging inappropriate conduct will be disciplined in 
accordance with School Board Policy JFCF which is located at the end of this 
handbook. 

 

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 

 
As a political subdivision, employer, recipient of federal funds and educational 
institution, the Board of Education is prohibited from, and hereby declares a policy 
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against, engaging in unlawful discrimination, including harassment creating a hostile 
environment, on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, 
disability, age or use of leave protected by the Family and Medical Leave Act, in its 
programs, activities, and with regard to employment. The Board is an equal opportunity 
employer. 

 

Any person having inquiries, including persons with impaired vision or hearing can 
obtain information as to the existence and location of services, activities, and facilities 
that are accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities by contacting the 
Executive Director of Special Services, 301 S. Main, Nixa, MO 
65714, KarenMcKnight@nixaschools.net, (417) 724-6260 or the Sodexo Facilities 
Director, RobertKlug@nixaschools.net, at (417) 724-6392. Questions concerning the 
Nixa Public Schools’ compliance with regulations implementing Title II of the Americans 
Disabilities Act, Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, or Equal Opportunity Employment is 
directed to contact the following designated coordinators: 

 
Equal Opportunity Employment – Mark McGehee, Faught Administration Center, 

 724-6270 
 

Title VI and Title IX – Mark McGehee, Faught Administration Center, 724-6270 
Colby Fronterhouse, Jr. High, 724-6400 

 

Section 504 – Pat Sutherland, Faught Administration Center, 724-6275 
 

Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) –Karen McKnight, Faught  
Administration Center, 724-6260 and Robert Klug, Sodexo, 724-6392 

 

Homeless Students – Rita Coburn, Parents as Teachers, 724-6363 

 
 

Displayed Work of Special Services Students 
 
Teachers of students in special services classrooms may display class work in the 
hallway or another fashion in the school where it is in view of others in the 
building. Please note that since the school buildings are used by the public, your child's 
name or identity may be revealed on the work. If this is of concern to you, please speak 
to your child's special services teacher. 

 
 

BUS REGULATIONS 

For the safety of all students, rules of conduct must be obeyed. When they are not, a 
disciplinary report is written by the bus driver and given to the principal. A conference 
between the child and principal will be held, and a copy of the referral will be sent to the 
parents. The transportation department has outlined specific rules and consequences. 
Written notification to the teacher is required when a child is not riding the usual bus 

mailto:KarenMcKnight@nixaschools.net
mailto:RobertKlug@nixaschools.net
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home. Glass containers, skateboards and balloons are not permitted on school buses. 
Food Allergy Policy: No food or drinks, other than bottled water, are allowed on bus 
transportation to and from school unless there is a medical need and the student has 
written permission from his/her building principal. 

 

CAFETERIA 
Students should pay for meals prior to eating. In extreme circumstances, a child may 
charge up to three days.  

 

Student Prices: 
Breakfast - $1.35 Lunch - $2.15 Milk – $.50 

 
Any changes in meal prices may be found on the school’s 
website: www.nixapublicschools.net. 

 

Parents are encouraged to complete and submit free and reduced forms if they feel they 
may meet the criteria for qualification.  Forms can be obtained from the elementary 
office. These forms are kept highly confidential. An online payment service is available. 
Information can be obtained in the office. 

 

CONFERENCES 

The administration and all faculties are available to meet with parents for a conference 
whenever the parent or school staff member feels it would be beneficial. Classroom 
teachers will schedule conferences two times per year. 

 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

“Directory Information” is information contained in an education record of a student that 
would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. Nixa 
Public Schools designates the following items as “Directory Information:” student’s 
name, parent’s name, address, telephone number, grade level, participation in officially 
recognized activities including audiovisual or photographic records of the openly visible 
activities thereof (e.g., artistic performances, sporting contests, assemblies, service 
projects, awards ceremonies, etc. ), honors and awards received, and photographs 
including photographs of regular school activities and videotape that does not disclose 
specific academic information about the child and/or would not be considered harmful or 
an invasion of privacy. 

 
Parents will have ten (10) school days after receiving the student/family handbook 
information to provide notice in writing to the school district that they choose not to have 
this information or any portion of the “Directory Information” released. Unless notified to 
the contrary in writing within the ten (10) school-day period, the school district may 
disclose any of those items designated as “Directory Information” without the parent’s or 

http://www.nixapublicschools.net/
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eligible student’s prior written consent including in print and electronic publications of 
the school district. 

 
 

DISCIPLINE 

School: 
-arrive at school on time with necessary supplies 
-follow the teacher’s directives 
-be responsible and work to best ability 
-no electronic games or devices are allowed without prior permission from 
building principal 

Classroom: 
-each classroom has special rules to follow 
-rules will be discussed throughout the year 
-parents are asked to help children realize the importance of an environment 
conducive to learning 

Playground: 
-fighting, including play fighting, will not be allowed at any time 
-equipment is to be used correctly 
-no hard balls are allowed 
-toys from home are not allowed 

Lunchroom: 
-good manners are a must 
-talking is to be only at the table one is seated 
-students are to stay seated until dismissed 
-students should raise hands for emergencies only 
-food is not allowed to be shared 
-children who do not respect lunchroom rules may be asked to sit at a designated 
area away from peers 

 
Students are expected to come to school in a positive frame of mind and be ready to 
actively cooperate and participate in educational activities. Parents are expected to 
support the school in helping their child to maintain a positive attitude. Disciplinary 
problems will be handled in accordance with School Board Policies JGA and the 
Missouri Safe Schools Act. No person employed by or volunteering on behalf of Nixa 
Public Schools shall administer or cause to be administered corporal punishment upon 
a student attending district schools (Policy JGA). Students may be disciplined or 
suspended for any of the following: 

 

 Possession, transmission, and/or use of tobacco, drugs, or alcohol

 Disrespect or insubordination

 The use of improper language

 Fighting

 Inappropriate display of affection

 Rowdy behavior such as pushing & shoving

 Leaving a classroom or school grounds without permission
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 Vandalizing, damaging, or stealing school or private property

 Threatening, intimidating, or causing bodily harm to any person

 Weapons (as described in the Missouri Safe Schools Act)—Students who bring a 
weapon to school will be expelled for a period of one year.  The superintendent 
of schools may modify this expulsion on a case-by-case basis. The minimum 
punishment shall be a parent conference and the maximum punishment shall be 
one-year expulsion.

 
Sexual harassment—complaints shall be forwarded to the principal for investigation. A 
substantiated charge against a student shall subject that student to disciplinary action 
including suspension or expulsion. False accusations will result in the same disciplinary 
action applicable to the one found guilty of sexual harassment. 

 

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Personal Electronic Devices (PEDs) such as CD players, MP3 players, Gameboys, cell 
phones and other electronic devices are discouraged from being brought to school. The 
school cannot be responsible for stolen or broken items. Upon arrival to school, these 
items should be turned off and stored in backpacks during school hours (8:10 a.m. - 
3:45 p.m.).  If PED use violates policy, the school officials may hold the item until the 
end of the day (parent pick-up may be necessary) or the student may be banned from 
bringing the PED to school and/or school activities for a length of time assigned by the 
administration.  Students may be subject to other/additional disciplinary measures. 

 

General guidelines for confiscated PED’s: 
 

 First Offense:  PED will be confiscated by school officials.  A parent contact will 
be made, and the student may pick up the device at the end of the school day at 
3:35 p.m. 

 Second Offense:  PED will be confiscated by school officials.  A parent contact 
will be made, and the parents may pick up the device during regular school hours 
or a time agreed upon by parent and principal. 

 Third Offense: PED will be confiscated by school officials. A parent contact will 
be made, and the parents can pick up the device during school hours or at an 
agreed time by parent and principal. The student may be subject to other 
disciplinary measures as deemed appropriate by the principal. 

 

DRESS CODE 

The manner of children’s dress will be left to the parents’ discretion. School officials 
retain the right to take whatever action is necessary when a child is dressed in a 
manner that is deemed disruptive to the educational process. 

 

5th and 6th grade students: Clothing and other student items advertising alcohol, drugs, 
or tobacco products or usage are prohibited at school and during school activities. 
Sleeveless tops are acceptable, but tank tops, strap tops, large opening jerseys, or 
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see-through knit tops should not be worn unless a T-shirt is worn underneath. Shorts 
and skirts should be worn at appropriate lengths. Sandals are not to be worn during 
PE and are discouraged during recess for safety reasons.  Chains shall not be worn 
to secure billfolds or for any other purpose (necklace chains shall be designed as 
jewelry). Any type of extremism of dress, jewelry, or hairstyle that is disruptive or 
distracting to the educational process will be dealt with on an individual basis. Dress 
code appropriateness ultimately remains the principal’s discretion. Shoes with 
wheels, otherwise known as wheelies, are not permissible. Clothing with racially 
inflammatory or verbally harassing material such as confederate flags or swastikas 
shall not be worn or displayed. 

 

FERPA 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that protects 
the confidentiality of a student’s educational records. It also requires schools receiving 
federal money to provide parents access to their child’s records and allows them to 
request modification of the child’s educational records. This right is also extended to 
students the age of 18 and older. 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

Written parental permission is required for any trips taken outside the school district 
boundaries. 

 

FLOWERS/BALLOONS 

The practice of sending flowers, balloons, and other such remembrances to friends and 
family at school has grown to the point of disruption. Therefore, such deliveries at 
school are discouraged. In the event that such remembrances are delivered at school, 
they will be held in the office until the end of the school day. Students may claim their 
delivery at the close of school. Glass containers and balloons will not be permitted on 
school buses. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

Student participation in PTA or school fund raising is strictly voluntary. Fundraising by 
other organizations or individuals is prohibited on school property. 

 

GRADE CARDS/PROGRESS REPORTS 

Standards-Based grade cards/progress reports are issued at the end of each quarter. 
First quarter grade cards/progress reports are given to parents during fall parent/teacher 
conferences. Students in Kindergarten through sixth grade receive indicators of 
progress to denote level of mastery of Missouri Learning Standards. 
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STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS 
 

Nixa Public Schools will implement the components of the Missouri Assessment 
Program (MAP) in order to monitor the progress of all students in meeting the Show-Me 
Standards, as set forth by the Missouri State Board of Education. (See Policy IL) The 
MAP test will be given to students in Grades 3 through 8 by subject. End-of-Course 
tests will be given to students in Grades 8 through 12 by enrolled courses. A schedule 
and information will be sent home with students prior to testing. 

 

HEALTH SERVICES 

Verification of current immunizations must be on file with the school nurse before new 
students begin classes. Also, it is very important that the school have every child’s 
emergency information form on file with the nurse so that parents may be contacted 
quickly if necessary. 

 
Good attendance is important to your child’s learning; however, there are times when 
your child may be too sick to attend school. Your child should remain at home under 
the following conditions: 

 
 If your child is unable to participate fully in all school activities because of illness
 When your child has a contagious condition or a rash with an unknown cause

 Fever of 100 degrees or more within the last 24 hours, without fever-reducing 
medication

 Vomiting or diarrhea within the past 24 hours or unable to eat normally
 A diagnosis of strep throat that has not been under antibiotic treatment for 24 

hours
 If your child requires fever-reducing medication or ongoing pain relief medication

 
If your child has any of these symptoms while at school, a parent/guardian will be 
contacted to pick him/her up. 

 

If your child must have medication of any type given during school hours, including 
over-the-counter drugs, you have the following choices: 

 

 You may come to school and give the medication to your child at the appropriate 
time(s).
You may obtain a copy of a medication form from the school nurse or school 
secretary. Take the form to your child’s healthcare provider and have him/her 
complete the form by listing the medications(s) needed, dosage, and number of 
times per day the medication is to be administered. Prescription and non- 
prescription medicines must be brought to school by a parent or guardian in the 
original -labeled bottle which contains instructions on how and when the 
medication is to be given. When you get a prescription filled, ask the pharmacist 
to make an extra container with the label on it for the school nurse. A parent or 
guardian MUST provide a written request for the school nurse to give any 
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medication.  STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO CARRY ANY MEDICATION 
ON THE BUS OR IN BACKPACKS (except pre-approved emergency 
medications).  MEDICATIONS WILL NOT BE SENT HOME WITH STUDENTS. 

 Over-the counter drugs will be administered only as prescribed on the label or 
according to the PDR. Over-the-counter drugs must be received in the original 
container.

 You may discuss with your healthcare provider an alternative schedule for 
administering medication (e.g., outside of school hours).

 All medication must be kept and administered through the school nurse office. 
Students are not to carry any medications with them.

 

School personnel will administer any medication to students ONLY when they 
have received a medication form properly completed and signed by the 
prescriber.  Medication must be received in an appropriately labeled container. 
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INSURANCE 

It is recommended that each parent provide insurance to cover injuries sustained by 
their child during the school day. Student insurance is available for a nominal fee at the 
beginning of each school year. 

 

RECORDS 

Each child has on file a cumulative permanent record. These are available for review at 
any time by appointment. When transferring to another school, the school should be 
notified as soon as possible. Records are forwarded to the new school as soon as our 
school receives a “records request” from the new school. 

 

RESIDENCY 

Students must live within the district’s boundaries to attend Nixa Public Schools. 
Elementary schools’ boundaries have been set by the district. Proof of residency or a 
change of residency must be on file in the school office at all times. 

 

SAFETY 

Periodic drills are conducted at school to teach children what to do in the event of a fire, 
tornado, earthquake, or crisis situation. Teachers and students practice proper 
procedures regularly to ensure preparation in the case of an emergency. In the event of 
a total building evacuation, parents will be notified through AlertNow. 

 

SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS/DELAYED STARTS/EARLY OUTS 

In case of inclement weather or other emergency situations, announcement of school 
closings will be made through rapid notification system and QuickNews in addition to 
information being posted on Facebook (www.facebook.com/nixapublicschools) and 
Twitter (@nixaschools). Information will also be supplied to local television stations, 
radio stations and other news outlets. As soon as a decision is made, the media will be 
notified.  Additionally, our school website can be accessed for school closing 
information or other important information at http://www.nixapublicschools.net. Please 
check the district website or social media outlets for information rather than calling the 
school.  The school phone lines need to be kept open for emergency purposes. 

 

If school is dismissed early, all efforts will be made to notify parents through the 
methods listed above. Parents should have arrangements made each school year for 
emergency-type situations. These arrangements should be discussed with your 
child/children so they will know what to do. 

 

If school is announced as a late start, students will come to school two hours later than 
the usual start time. Bus routes will also run 2 hours later than usual. During late start 
days, XLT will not be available for before school care. 

http://www.facebook.com/nixapublicschools
http://www.nixapublicschools.net/
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School will be dismissed each Friday one hour early to provide for teacher collaboration. 

 

RAPID NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 

Nixa is using a rapid notification system that allows schools to contact thousands of 
parents within minutes. Nixa Public Schools has implemented this to substantially 
improve its ongoing communication with parents. This service, currently through 
Blackboard Connect is only available to parents of children in the Nixa School District. 

 

Our Rapid Notification System allows school administrators to keep parents updated 
quickly and efficiently with personalized messages and helps parents stay actively 
involved in their child’s education. 

 
The Rapid Notification System has the ability to do the following: 
□ Reach thousands of parents per minute (calls and text alerts) 
□ Send notifications even when school phone lines are down 
□ Inform parents the very morning of a child’s absence from school 
□ Rapidly deliver first-hand information during a crisis situation 

 

Parents will receive the following types of alerts from schools: 
□ Routine notification calls do not directly affect the safety of students, staff or 
parents. These calls include upcoming events, delayed school bus routes and 
absenteeism. 
□ Emergency notification calls are used during critical incidents where a child, staff 
member or parent’s safety is in immediate jeopardy. These calls include lockdowns, 
evacuations and relocations. 
Text alerts will be used to distribute quick reminders or information. If your primary 
phone is your cell phone, you will receive text alerts.  (You will have the option to opt- 
out of receiving alerts.) Text alerts will be limited but will occur more frequently than our 
routine notification calls. 
Email Updates will be sent out to the email address that parents enter into the student 
information system.  These will include reminders and updates on various school 
events. Emails will be limited but will occur more frequently than our routine notification 
calls. 

 

QUICKNEWS 

QuickNews is the district’s weekly e-newsletter that is sent out to all members of the 
community who sign up. This service is delivered by e-mail and includes updates for 
events across the district as well as news items in the district. Sign up for QuickNews 
on the District’s homepage at www.nixapublicschools.net. 

 

 

SCREENINGS 

 
Our school nurses facilitate a variety of health screenings for our elementary students to 
promote wellness.  A hearing and vision screening will be conducted annually in 

http://www.nixapublicschools.net/
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Kindergarten, First Grade, Third Grade, and Fifth Grade. Scoliosis screenings will be 
conducted in 6th Grade. Dental screenings are periodically conducted for elementary 
students when provider services are available to do so. Head lice screenings are 
conducted anytime a child has symptoms or a case has been made known in a specific 
classroom.  A written request must be provided to the school nurse by a 
parent/guardian for a child to be excused from school health screenings. A 
parent/guardian may also request a specific screening upon notification to a school 
nurse at any time. 

 
 

PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES/SPECIAL NEEDS 
 

Nixa Public Schools has a vital interest in providing a free and appropriate education for 
all students in the community.  Early intervention is the key to ensuring the success of 
all students.  Our district’s goal is to promote success at every educational level. 

 

All responsible public agencies are required to locate, evaluate, and identify children 
with disabilities who are under the jurisdiction of the agency, regardless of the severity 
of the disability, including children attending private schools; children who live outside 
the district but are attending a private school within the district; highly mobile children, 
such as migrant and homeless children; children who are wards of the state; and 
children who are suspected of having a disability and in need of special education, even 
though they are advancing from grade to grade. Nixa Public Schools assures that it will 
provide a free, appropriate public education (FAPE) to all eligible children with 
disabilities between the ages of 3 and 21 under its jurisdiction. Disabilities include 
autism, deaf/blindness, emotional disorders, hearing impairment and deafness, multiple 
disabilities, other health impairments, mental retardation/intellectual disability, 
orthopedic impairment, specific learning disabilities, speech or language impairment, 
traumatic brain injury, visual impairment/ blindness and young child with a 
developmental delay. 

 

Nixa Public Schools assures that it will provide information and referral services 
necessary to assist the State in the implementation of early intervention services for 
infants and toddlers eligible for the Missouri First Steps programs. 

 

Nixa Public Schools assures that personally identifiable information collected, used, or 
maintained by the agency for the purpose of identification, evaluation, placement or 
provision of FAPE of children with disabilities may be inspected and/or reviewed by their 
parents/guardians. Parents/guardians may request amendment to the educational 
record if the parent/guardian believes the record is inaccurate, misleading, or violates 
the privacy or other rights of their child.  Parents have the right to file complaints with 
the U.S. Department of Education or the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education concerning alleged failures by the district to meet the 
requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
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Nixa Public Schools has developed a Local Compliance Plan for the implementation of 
State Regulations for Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). This plan 
contains the agency’s policies and procedures regarding storage, disclosure to third 
parties, retention and destruction of personally identifiable information and the agency’s 
assurance that services are provided in compliance with the General Education 
Provision Act (GEPA). This plan may be reviewed Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am to 3:00 
pm, at the Special Education Office. 

 

(See Board Policies IGBA, IGBCA, IGBCB and IGBH) 

 

 
SNACKS 

All classroom snacks must be commercially purchased and follow district adopted 
wellness policy guidelines. These guidelines have been established in efforts of cutting 
down on the risk of spreading communicable diseases and teaching students how to 
make healthy eating choices. 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION 

This handbook was written as an information guide for students and parents. In order 
for students to be transported safely, discipline rules must be established and adhered 
to by everyone. Driving a school bus, that is much larger than an automobile, and 
transporting not just one, but a large number of students, requires a certain amount of 
skill and a great responsibility. With the cooperative effort of the parents, students, and 
bus driver, we have a safe and efficient transportation system. 

 
Safety is our primary concern. Students shall be expected to follow all bus rules. 
Please review the transportation handbook with your child so he/she will be aware of 
the rules and so that a safe ride can be assured for everyone. 

 
Transportation for the Nixa Public Schools is provided by Alliance Bus Company. If you 
have any questions about service, please feel free to contact Alliance at 724-1555 or 
speak with your child’s principal. 

 
Driver’s Responsibilities 

1. Driver shall be on time at the scheduled location. 
2. Driver shall maintain the highest degree of safety at all times. 
3. Driver shall encourage and commend good student conduct. 
4. Driver shall use reasonable and consistent discipline procedures. 
5. Driver shall maintain a businesslike, friendly relationship with all students. 

Student’s Responsibilities: 

1. Student shall be on time at scheduled bus stop and wait for the bus in a safe 
manner. 
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2. Students shall wait until the bus comes to a complete stop before attempting to 
get on or off the bus. 

3. Student shall go directly to his/her seat, sit down and stay there until bus comes 
to a complete stop at the assigned bus stop or school. 

4. Carry-on items (backpacks, instruments, etc.) must be placed on the student’s 
lap.  Glass items, skateboards and balloons are not permitted on the bus. 

5. Student shall obey the rules that have been established for school bus riders. 

 
Parent’s Responsibilities: 

1. Parent shall make sure the child/children are on time at bus stop. 
2. Parent shall accompany small children to the bus in the morning and meet them 

in the afternoon, if at all possible. 
3. Parent shall instill in their own children habits of punctuality and correct behavior. 
4. Parent shall understand the importance in school bus safety and review bus rules 

with each child. 

 
Bus Passes: 

Students shall be expected to ride to and from school on the same bus on a regular 
basis. Exceptions will require a note from parents. The note should contain the 
following information: student’s name, regular bus number that student rides, 
destination and bus number wishing to ride, phone number of contact parent if 
needed, parent signature and date. 

 
Student must have a note signed by the principal or teacher. The student must present 
this note to the bus driver when boarding the bus. 

 
If a student needs to get off the regular bus some place along the route other than 
home, the student must have a bus pass (note). Same procedure must be followed 
listed above. 

 
The district cannot accommodate large groups of students going to parties, etc., on a 
bus different from the one that brought them to school. In those instances, parents will 
have to make their own transportation arrangements. 

 
Additional riders may cause a strain on the maximum capacity load count. If the 
maximum capacity exceeds the limit, students will not be able to ride, and the student 
will have to ride their assigned bus route or make other arrangements. 

 

A student without a bus pass (note) will not be allowed to ride a bus other than the one 
they are assigned to ride. 
Bus Safety: 

Although every reasonable effort is made by the school to prevent accident to students, 
it is inevitable that accidents occur.  Illnesses are also unpredictable. 
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The bus drivers are directed to take prompt action to minimize the effects of accidents 
and illness and to provide first aid and notify the transportation office. The 
transportation office will notify the school as quickly as possible. The bus driver will 
determine if an ambulance is needed. In the event of an accident, the bus driver will 
notify the transportation director and the school administrator will be notified. 

 
School Closing: 

When bad weather conditions occur, announcements of school closing will be made as 
outlined in the School Cancellations/Delayed Starts/Early Dismissal section above. 

 
Food Allergy Policy: 
No food or drinks, other than bottled water, are allowed on bus transportation to and 
from school unless there is a medical need and the student has written permission from 
his/her building principal. 

 
Field Trips: 

Students shall be expected to conduct themselves in an orderly fashion and to follow 
the school bus rules as they do on a daily schedule route. Students who fail to follow 
the safety rules will receive a misconduct notice. 

 
Student Misconduct: 

 Excessive noise 

 Excessive tardiness at bus stop 

 Destruction of bus property 

 Use of profane language/gestures 

 Head/arms out of the bus window 

 Improper boarding/improper departing 

 Refusing to obey driver’s instructions 

 Scuffling/pushing/tripping/hitting 

 Spitting/littering/spraying (aerosol/pump) 

 Throwing objects out of bus window/throwing objects inside bus 

 Rude/discourteous and annoying conduct 

 Does not stay seated/not seated properly 

 Stealing 

 Eating/drinking (non-alcohol, beverages) on bus 

 Riding another bus unauthorized 

 Nuisance items/or any item that has sharp or exposed edges. 

 
TRANSPORTATION  DISCIPLINE POLICY 
               KDG THROUGH 4TH GRADE 
 
STUDENT MISCONDUCT 
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EXCESSIVE NOISE 
EXCESSIVE TARDINESS AT BUS STOP 
DESTRUCTION OF BUS PROPERTY 
USE OF PROFANE LANGUAGE/GESTURES 
HEAD/ARMS OUT THE BUS WINDOW 
IMPROPER BOARDING/IMPROPER DEPARTING 
REFUSING TO OBEY DRIVER’S INSTRUCTIONS 
SCUFFLING/PUSHING/TRIPPING/HITTING 
SPITTING/LITTERING/SPRAYING (ARESOL/PUMP) 
THROWING OBJECTS OUT BUS WINDOW/THROWING OBJECTS INSIDE BUS 
RUDE/DISCOURTEOUS & ANNOYING CONDUCT 
DOES NOT STAY SEATED/NOT SEATED PROPERLY 
STEALING 
EATING/DRINKING (NON-ALCOHOL BEVERAGES) ON BUS 
RIDING ANOTHER BUS UNAUTHORIZED 
NUISANCE ITEMS/OR ANY ITEM THAT HAS SHARP OR EXPOSED EDGES 
 
1ST   BUS REFERRAL CONFERENCE WITH PRINCIPAL 
2ND  BUS REFERRAL CONFERENCE WITH PRINCIPAL/NOTIFY PARENT 
3RD  BUS REFERRAL ONE DAY SUSPENSION 
4TH  BUS REFERRAL THREE DAY SUSPENSION 
5TH  BUS REFERRAL TEN DAY SUSPENSION AND CONFERENCE WITH   
   PARENT, PRINCIPAL, DRIVER, TRANSPORTATION 
    DIRECTOR. (PARENT CONFERENCE MAY REDUCE   
   SUSPENSION)... 
6TH BUS REFERRAL REMOVAL FROM BUS FOR 30 DAYS 
7TH BUS REFERRAL REMOVAL FROM BUS PERMANENTLY 

 
SEVERE STUDENT MISCONDUCT 
*POSSIBILITY-LAW ENFORCEMENT NOTIFIED 
 
PENDING AN INVESTIGATION:  BUS RIDING PRIVILEGES MAY BE                       
           PERMANENTLY & IMMEDIATELY  SUSPENDED: 

 
PHYSICAL ASSAULT/FIGHTING 
POSSESSION OF DRUG/ALCOHOL/TOBACCO 
GANG CONDUCT OR ACTIVITY 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT/SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
WEAPONS/KNIFES/GUNS/ANY OBJECT BEING USED TO COMMIT UNSAFE ACT 
 
1ST BUS REFERRAL  FIVE DAY SUSPENSION/PARENT CONFERENCE 
2ND BUS REFERRAL TEN DAY SUSPENSION/PARENT CONFERENCE 
3RD BUS REFERRAL REMOVAL FROM BUS PERMANENTLY 

 
TRANSPORTATION  DISCIPLINE POLICY 
               5TH  THROUGH 6TH  GRADE 
 
STUDENT MISCONDUCT 
 
EXCESSIVE NOISE 
EXCESSIVE TARDINESS AT BUS STOP 
DESTRUCTION OF BUS PROPERTY 
USE OF PROFANE LANGUAGE/GESTURES 
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HEAD/ARMS OUT THE BUS WINDOW 
IMPROPER BOARDING/IMPROPER DEPARTING 
REFUSING TO OBEY DRIVER’S INSTRUCTIONS 
SCUFFLING/PUSHING/TRIPPING/HITTING 
SPITTING/LITTERING/SPRAYING (ARESOL/PUMP) 
THROWING OBJECTS OUT BUS WINDOW/THROWING OBJECTS INSIDE BUS 
RUDE/DISCOURTEOUS & ANNOYING CONDUCT 
DOES NOT STAY SEATED/NOT SEATED PROPERLY 
STEALING 
EATING/DRINKING (NON-ALCOHOL BEVERAGES) ON BUS 
RIDING ANOTHER BUS UNAUTHORIZED 
NUISANCE ITEMS/OR ANY ITEM THAT HAS SHARP OR EXPOSED EDGES 
 
1st  BUS REFERRAL  CONFERENCE WITH PRINCIPAL/NOTIFY PARENT 
2nd BUS REFERRAL  ONE DAY SUSPENSION 
3rd BUS REFERRAL  THREE DAY SUSPENSION 
4th  BUS REFERRAL  TEN DAY SUSPENSION AND CONFERENCE WITH  
    PARENT, PRINCIPAL, DRIVER, TRANSPORTATION 
    DIRECTOR. (PARENT CONFERENCE MAY REDUCE   
   SUSPENSION)... 
5th  BUS REFERRAL  REMOVAL FROM BUS FOR 30 DAYS 
6th  BUS REFERRAL  REMOVAL FROM BUS PERMANENTLY 

 
SEVERE STUDENT MISCONDUCT 
*POSSIBILITY-LAW ENFORCEMENT NOTIFIED 
 
PENDING AN INVESTIGATION:  BUS RIDING PRIVILEGES MAY BE                       
           PERMANENTLY & IMMEDIATELY  SUSPENDED: 

 
PHYSICAL ASSAULT/FIGHTING 
POSSESSION OF DRUG/ALCOHOL/TOBACCO 
GANG CONDUCT OR ACTIVITY 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT/SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
WEAPONS/KNIFES/GUNS/ANY OBJECT BEING USED TO COMMIT UNSAFE ACT 
 
1ST BUS REFERRAL  FIVE DAY SUSPENSION/PARENT CONFERENCE 
2ND BUS REFERRAL TEN DAY SUSPENSION/PARENT CONFERENCE 
3RD BUS REFERRAL REMOVAL FROM BUS PERMANENTLY 
 

 
School Bus Rules: 

1. To insure safety, the driver must be in charge at all times. Students must 
respond promptly to instructions given. 

2. The use of tobacco, food or drink on the bus is prohibited. Glass items, oversize 
objects, skateboards, balloons (of any kind) are not permitted. 
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3. Passengers must observe classroom conduct. Ordinary conversation is 
permitted. Horseplay, unruly behavior, abusive and obscene language or 
gestures are unacceptable. 

4. Keep aisles and stepwell clear at all times 
5. Never extend any portion of your body out windows. Never throw objects out 

bus window or inside the bus. 
6. Do not attempt to get off or move about while the bus is in motion. Always 

remain seated until bus stops. 
7. If you cause damage to the bus, you or your parents must pay for the damage. 
8. Regular schedules must be observed. The bus cannot wait for tardy 

passengers. Students should be at the bus stop five minutes prior to scheduled 
pick-up time. 

9. Wait at the proper stop and never stand in the roadway; if you cross the street or 
road to board, check for traffic. Cross at least 10 feet in front of the bus. Never 
walk behind the bus. 

10. Spraying of any kind (pump or aerosol) is not permitted on the bus. 
11. Students will not be allowed to load/unload at places other than their designated 

stop without proper written authorization from the parent and school officials. 
12. Drivers have the authority to assign seats. 
13. Students are not allowed to bring animals or insects of any kind on the bus. 
14. Students are not allowed to go to the mailbox until the bus has pulled away from 

the stop. 
15. Upon entering the bus, no student will be allowed to wear anything covering 

head or face that would conceal his/her identity to the driver (i.e., hood, stocking 
cap, scarf). 

16. Failure to follow these rules may result in loss of transportation. 

 

 
VISITORS 

Parents are encouraged to attend school functions and be a part of their child’s 
academic program. During school hours, all visitors must sign in/check in at the office, 
present a photo ID, and receive a visitor’s badge before going to classrooms. 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are always welcome at our schools. Anyone interested in volunteering 
should contact the school offices, PTA officers, and/or your child’s teacher. 
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WITHDRAWING FROM SCHOOL 

Parents should make sure all library books are returned, lunches are paid, 
Chromebooks and chargers are returned, and a child’s personal belongings are picked 
up when a child is going to move. Please notify the school office at least three days in 
advance, if possible.  A letter or email is needed for notification of the withdrawal. 

 
Families that wish to move their child/children to their area home school in Nixa have 
the opportunity to withdraw at the end of each semester. A letter or email of withdrawal 
need to be sent to the office notifying JTSD of the transfer. Students are not allowed to 
move schools in Nixa prior to the end of the semester. 
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Nixa Public School offers several online courses through the Nixa Virtual 

Academy (NVA) for high school students that are taught by Nixa teachers. In 
addition Nixa partners with the Launch program from Springfield Public Schools 
which has a large variety of rigorous online courses available for K-12. 
  
MOCAP 
Missouri Course Access and Virtual School Program (MOCAP) was 
established in 2007 as the state’s online school. It was previously known as 
Missouri Virtual Instruction Program (MOVIP).  Currently, MOCAP offers 
courses for K through 12th grade. Students can take courses from any 
Internet-connected computer, available 24-hours a day, seven days a week. 
MOCAP's mission is to offer Missouri students equal access to a wide range 
of high quality courses, and interactive online learning that is neither time 
nor place dependent. 
  
Online course registration follows the same timelines and procedures used 
in each district school to place students in regular classes. NPS open 
enrollment in virtual courses occurs between August 1 and the end of the 
second week of school.  Open enrollment for virtual courses also occurs 
during the first two weeks of second semester.  Below you will find a link to 
the district’s school board policy regarding online courses (IGCD) and a link 
to the DESE (Department of Elementary and Secondary Education) MOCAP 
page. If you would like additional information about online courses please 
contact your building’s counselor or principal. 
  
The district will pay the costs of virtual course only if the district has first 
approved the student's enrollment in the course as described in the below 
policy.  Even if a student or his or her parents/guardians pay the costs for a 
virtual course, the student or parents/guardians should meet with the 
principal or designee prior to enrollment to ensure that the course is 
consistent with the student's academic and personal goals.  The district is 
not required to provide students access to or pay for courses beyond the 
equivalent of full-time enrollment.  Students taking courses virtually are 
subject to district policies, procedures, and rules applicable to students 
enrolled in traditional courses including, but not limited to, the district's 
discipline code and prohibitions on academic dishonesty, discrimination, 
harassment, bullying, and cyberbullying.  
  
When determining if enrollment in a virtual course is the best educational 
decision for a student, the student and parent might consider the following 
information- 
  

Preferred Student Skills for Success in Virtual Courses: 
  
*Student has demonstrated time-management skills that indicate the student 
is capable of submitting assignments and completing course requirements 
without reminders. 
  
*Student has demonstrated persistence in overcoming obstacles and 
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willingness to seek assistance when needed.  
  
*Student has demonstrated verbal or written communication skills that would 
allow the student to succeed in an environment where the instructor may not 
provide nonverbal cues to support the student's understanding.  
  
*Student has the necessary computer or technical skills to succeed in a 
virtual course.  
  
*Student has access to technology resources to participate in a virtual 
course.  
  
*Student previously has been successful with virtual coursework. 
  

VISIT THE BOARD POLICY IGCD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mocap.mo.gov/
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Nixa Public Schools 

CONNECTED Policy, Procedures, and Damage 
Waiver 

2020-2021 

Nixa Public Schools CONNECTED Program 
 

The focus of the CONNECTED program at NPS is to provide tools and resources 
to the future-ready learner. Excellence in education requires a seamless 
integration of technology throughout the educational program. Increasing access 
to technology is essential for that future, and one of the learning tools of these 
future-ready students is technology. The individual use of technology is a way to 

empower students to maximize their full potential. 

 
Learning results from the continuous dynamic interaction among students, 
educators, parents and the community. Technology immersion does not diminish 
the vital role of the teacher. To the contrary, it transforms the teacher from a 
director of learning to a facilitator of learning. Effective teaching and learning 
integrates technology into the curriculum anytime, anyplace. 

 
The procedures and information within this document apply to all CONNECTED 
devices used at NPS, including any other device considered by the Administration 
to come under this policy. Teachers may set additional requirements for use in 
their classroom. 

 

1. RECEIVING YOUR CONNECTED Device & CONNECTED Device CHECK-IN 
 

1.1 Receiving Your CONNECTED Device 
 
All students, 5th through 12th grade, will receive a CONNECTED devices. All Families have the 

option to purchase a One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver at one2onerisk.com for 5th 
through 12th students.  The optional One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver outlines the 

requirement for families to protect the CONNECTED Device investment for the school district. 
Please review the optional One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver included in this handbook. K-

4th grade devices stay at school in classroom device carts for the duration of the school year and 
are never sent home. 

 
Parent/Guardian-Initiated Accommodations: It is not the District’s 

recommendation that a student be restricted access to any learning resource 
granted to all other students. If circumstances outside of school call for a student 
to have limited or restricted access to the District’s provided resources, a written 
request by the student’s parent/guardian, in collaboration with a school 
administrator, must be placed on file with the particular school from which the 
parent/guardian is requesting the special accommodation. If the request is 
initiated by parent/guardian, approved by a school administrator, and placed on 
file with the school’s help desk, a student may be granted “as needed only” or “by 
teacher request only” access to their CONNECTED device, rather than having it 
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issued permanently into the student’s possession 

 
Students with Disabilities: Nixa Public Schools is committed that all students will 
have the tools needed to access the curriculum. The devices that students with 
disabilities use will be determined individually by their individualized education 
program (IEP) or other appropriate plan. For some students this may be a 
CONNECTED device, and for others it may be a specialized device that allows 
for access and meets the unique needs of the student. Devices will not be 
removed and replaced without consideration given to each individual situation. In 
the case where a CONNECTED device is not the appropriate electronic device, 
another type of device will be considered to assist the student in accessing the 
curriculum. 
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1.2 CONNECTED Device Check-up 
 
CONNECTED Devices will be inspected two to three times a year so they can be 
checked for serviceability. If a device needs servicing or repair, those decisions 
will be made solely by the school district tech department. If a student transfers 
out of NPS during the school year, the CONNECTED Device will be returned at 
that time. 

 

1.3 Check-in 
 
Individual school CONNECTED devices and accessories must be returned to the 
distributing school help desk at the end of each school year if you are graduating 

or not returning the following school year. Students who withdraw, are expelled, 
or terminate enrollment at NPS for any reason must return their individual school 
CONNECTED device on the date of withdrawal, expulsion or enrollment 
termination.  If a student fails to return the CONNECTED device prior to 
graduation or upon the date of withdrawal, expulsion or enrollment termination at 
NPS, that student’s parents/guardians will be subject to criminal prosecution or 
civil liability. 

 
The parents/guardians will also pay the replacement cost of the CONNECTED 
device. Failure to return the CONNECTED device will result in a theft report 
being filed with the Nixa Police Department. Furthermore, the parents/guardians 
will be responsible for any damage to the CONNECTED device, consistent with 
the One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver and must return the computer and 
accessories to the NPS office in satisfactory condition. 

 

1.4 Device Drop-Off Locations 
 
If you are unexpectedly moving out of the Nixa district during the school year or 
summer vacation months, you will need to turn in your CONNECTED device and 
charger. There are a few options that you can choose from to turn in your device. 

● School Help Desk 
● There is a device drop-box located in front of the Tech Center (297 S. Main St.) available 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year. 
● During the month of June, you may turn in your device at your child’s school (to the office 

manager) during summer school hours (7:30am to 2:30pm) 

 

2. TAKING CARE OF YOUR CONNECTED DEVICE 
 

Students are responsible for the general care of the CONNECTED device they 
have been issued by the school. CONNECTED devices that are broken or fail to 
work properly must be taken to the help desk for an evaluation of the equipment. 

 

2.1 General Precautions 
 

▪ The CONNECTED device is school property and all users will follow this policy as well as the 
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NPS and district acceptable use policy for technology. 

▪ Only use a clean, soft cloth to clean the screen, no cleansers of any type. 

 
▪ Cords and cables must be inserted carefully into the CONNECTED device to prevent damage. 

 
▪ CONNECTED devices must remain free of any writing, drawing, stickers, or labels that are 
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not the property of the Nixa School District. 

 
▪ CONNECTED devices must never be left in an unlocked car or any unsupervised area. 

 
▪ Students are responsible for keeping their CONNECTED device’s battery charged for 

school each day. 

 
▪ Labels on the tech devices may not be removed by the student or any other person. 

 

2.2 CONNECTED Device Care 
 

The CONNECTED device can be damaged if subjected to rough treatment. The 
screens are particularly sensitive to damage from excessive pressure. 

 
▪ Do not lean on the top of the CONNECTED device when it is shut. 

 
▪ Do not place anything near the CONNECTED device that could put pressure on the screen. 

 
▪ Clean the device with a soft, dry cloth or anti-static cloth. 

 
▪ Do not “bump” the device against walls, floors, etc. as it will eventually break the device. 

 

3. USING YOUR CONNECTED DEVICE AT SCHOOL 
 

CONNECTED devices are intended for use at school each day. In addition to 
teacher expectations for CONNECTED device use, school messages, 
announcements, calendars and schedules will be expected to be accessed using 
the CONNECTED device. Students must be responsible to bring their 
CONNECTED device to school. 

 

3.1 CONNECTED Device Undergoing Repair 
 

Loaner CONNECTED devices will be issued to students when they leave their 
tech devices for repair in the help desk. There may be a delay in getting a loaner 
CONNECTED device should the school not have enough to loan. 

 
▪ When a device is damaged and payment is required for repair (i.e. One2One claim fee, cost of 

repaired part without One2One protection), the student will not receive their device back 

 until payment is made. The student will have access to a loaner until 
payment is made. If payment has not been made and contact has not 
been made with parents/legal guardians after two weeks, the loaner 

chromebook will not be allowed to go home after two weeks. NPS 
encourages all families, that are concerned about the inability to pay for 
parts and/or protection fees, to contact their building Media Aide to 
discuss options that are available to help with costs. 

 
▪ Loaner devices will not be sent home, K-6. 

 

3.2 Charging Your CONNECTED Device’s Battery 
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CONNECTED devices must be brought to school each day in a fully charged 
condition. Students need to charge their CONNECTED device each evening. 

 
In cases where use of the CONNECTED device has caused batteries to become 
discharged, students may be able to connect their CONNECTED device to a 
power outlet in class. 
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3.3 Media/Passcodes 
 

Inappropriate refers to: 1) Media that materially or substantially interferes with the 
educational environment or is 2) Contrary to the district’s educational mission. 

 
▪ Inappropriate media may not be used on the tech device. 

 
▪ Sound must be muted at all times unless permission is obtained from the teacher for 

instructional purposes during the school day. 

 
▪ Music is allowed on the CONNECTED device and can be used at the discretion of the teacher. 

 
▪ CONNECTED device game playing is not allowed during the school day unless specifically 

authorized by the teacher. 
 

3.4 Home Internet Access 
 

While on school grounds the students may only access the Internet using the 
district’s wireless (filtered) network. Students may access wireless networks 
other than the school’s network on their CONNECTED device. This will assist 
them with CONNECTED device use while at home. Use of the CONNECTED 
device outside of school property will only have filtered access. For more 
wireless options outside of school access, please check the connectednixa.net 
website for business partners and broadband access. 

 

3.5 Homework Policy 
 

K-6th grade teachers cannot require the chromebook to complete homework 
before or after school hours due to equity of access. 7th-12th grade teachers 
can require the chromebook to complete homework before or after school 
hours. If a student does not have access to wifi outside of school in 7th-12th 
grades, he/she can work with the school ITF to borrow a Kajeet wifi hotspot. 

 

4. MANAGING YOUR FILES & SAVING YOUR WORK 
 

4.1 Network Connectivity 
 

Nixa Public Schools makes no guarantee that the network will be up and running 
100% of the time. In the rare case that the network is down, the district will not 
be responsible for lost or missing data. 

 

5. ACCEPTABLE USE 
 

The use of Nixa Public Schools technology resources is a privilege, not a right. 
The privilege of using the technology resources provided by Nixa Public Schools 
is not transferable or extendible by students to anyone outside the school and 
terminates when a student is no longer enrolled. This Nixa School District’s 
Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) Board Policy EHB-C is provided to make all 
students aware of the responsibilities associated with efficient, ethical, and lawful 
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use of technology resources. If a student violates any part of the AUP or NPS 
terms of use, privileges may be terminated, access to school district technology 
resources may be denied, and appropriate disciplinary action shall be applied. 

 

Violations may result in disciplinary action up to and including suspension/expulsion for 
students. When applicable, law enforcement agencies may be involved. 
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NPS GUIDELINES AND TERMS OF USE 

 
5.1 Parent/Guardian Responsibilities 

 
▪ Talk to your children about the values and standards they should follow when using the 

Internet, just as you do on the use of all media information sources such as television, 
telephones, movies, and radio. 

 
 ▪ Parental discretion can be used when the device is used at home. 

 

5.2 School Responsibilities are to: 
 

▪ Provide internet access (K-6th) to its students. 

 
▪ Provide Internet and email access (7th-12th) to its students. 

 
▪ Provide Internet filtering in accordance with Policy EHB. 

 
▪ Provide staff guidance to aid students in doing research and help assure student compliance 

of the Acceptable Use Policy. 
 

5.3 Students are Responsible for: 
 

▪ Using CONNECTED devices in a responsible and ethical manner. 

 
▪ Obeying general school rules concerning behavior and communication which apply to 

CONNECTED device use. 

 
▪ Using all technology resources in an appropriate manner so as to not damage school 

equipment. 

 
▪ Protecting Nixa Public Schools CONNECTED devices and systems by contacting an 

administrator about any security problems they may encounter. 

 
▪ Monitoring all activity on their account(s). 

 
▪ Students should always turn off and secure their CONNECTED device after they are done 

working to protect their work and information. 

 
▪ If a student should receive emails, texts or view social media containing inappropriate or 

abusive language or if the subject matter is questionable, he/she is required to take it to 
their parent, teacher or principal. 

 
▪ Students who withdraw, are expelled, or terminate enrollment at NPS for any other reason 

must return their CONNECTED device on the date of termination. 
 

5.4 Student Activities Strictly Prohibited: 
 

▪ Illegal transmission of copyrighted materials 

 
▪ Any action which violates the Acceptable Use Policy, any existing Board policy or public law 
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▪ Sending, accessing, uploading, or distributing inappropriate media as defined in 3.4. 
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▪ Use of websites or other means of plagiarizing or purchasing papers, book reports or other 
work the student will present as his or her own work. 

 
▪ Changing of CONNECTED device settings (exceptions include personal settings such as font 

size, brightness, etc.) 

 
▪ Spamming- sending mass emails 

 
▪ Gaining access to other student’s accounts, files, and/or data and sharing of logins to gain 

access to apps. 

 
▪ Use of the district Internet/email accounts for financial or commercial gain or for any illegal 

activity 

 
▪ Students are cautioned when giving out personal information over the internet. This 

includes, but is not limited to, setting up Internet accounts including those necessary for chat 
rooms, eBay®, email, etc. 

 
▪ Participation in credit card fraud, electronic forgery or other forms of illegal behavior 

 
▪ Deletion of teacher requested app without teacher permission. 

 
▪ Bypassing the Nixa Public Schools internet filter through a web proxy 

 

5.5 CONNECTED Device Responsibilities 
 

Students will be held responsible for maintaining their individual CONNECTED 
devices and keeping them in good working order. 

 
▪ Any tech device malfunction or damage must be reported to the Help Desk. The school 

district will be responsible for repairing CONNECTED devices that malfunction due to 
normal circumstances. CONNECTED devices that have been damaged from student misuse, 
neglect or are accidentally damaged will be repaired with cost being borne by the 
parents/guardians. Parents/guardians will be responsible for the entire cost of repairs to 
CONNECTED devices that are damaged intentionally. 

 
▪ When a device is damaged and payment is required for repair (i.e. One2One claim fee, cost of 

repaired part without One2One protection), the student will not receive their device back 

 until payment is made. The student will have access to a loaner until 
payment is made. After an extended period of no payment, student will be 
issued alternative loaner.  NPS encourages all families, that are 
concerned about inability to pay for parts and/or protection fees, to contact 

their building ITF to discuss options that are available to help with costs. 

 
▪ Loaner devices will not be sent home, K-6. 

 
▪ CONNECTED Devices that are stolen must be reported immediately to the Help Desk and the 

local Police Department. 
 

5.6 Legal Propriety 
 

▪ Comply with trademark and copyright laws and all license agreements. Ignorance of the law 
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is not an acceptable excuse. If you are unsure, ask a teacher or parent. 

 
▪ Plagiarism is a violation of intellectual property rights such as copyrights and district policy. 

Give credit to all sources used, whether quoted or summarized. This includes all forms of 
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media on the Internet, such as graphics, movies, music, and text. 

 
▪ Use or possession of hacking software is strictly prohibited and violators will be subject to 

NPS Student/Parent Handbook. Violation of applicable state or federal law will result in 
disciplinary action by the District and/or criminal prosecution. 

 

6. PROTECTING & STORING YOUR CONNECTED DEVICE 
 

6.1 CONNECTED Device Identification 
 
Student CONNECTED Devices will be labeled in the manner specified by the 
school. CONNECTED devices can be identified in the following ways: 

 
▪ Record of serial number 
▪ NPS Asset Tag 
▪ Student tag with name and gmail 

 

6.2 Storing Your CONNECTED Device 
 

Nothing should be placed on top of the CONNECTED device, when stored. 
Students (5th-12th) are encouraged to take their CONNECTED devices home 
everyday after school, regardless of whether or not they are needed. 

 

6.3 CONNECTED Devices Left in Unsupervised Areas 
 

Under no circumstances should CONNECTED devices be left in unsupervised 
areas. Unsupervised areas include the school grounds and campus, the 
lunchroom, computer lab, office, unlocked classrooms, and hallways. Any 
CONNECTED device left in these areas is in danger of being stolen. If a tech 
device is found in an unsupervised area, it will be taken to the Help Desk. 

 

7. REPAIRING OR REPLACING YOUR CONNECTED DEVICE 
 

7.1 One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver 
 

One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver is optional for 5th through 12th grade 
students and parents to cover CONNECTED device replacement in the event of 
theft or accidental damage and to provide support and maintenance. This fee is 
nonrefundable and will not be prorated. The damage waiver cost is $25.00 
($50.00 max per family) annually for each CONNECTED device.  Reduced 

Lunch student cost will be $15.00 ($30.00 max per family) annually for each 
CONNECTED device. Free Lunch student cost will be $10.00 ($20.00 max per 
family) for each CONNECTED device.  If a family feels that they are unable to 
pay the cost of the Damage Waiver, they can meet with the principal to discuss 
options.  This plan will include repairs for the CONNECTED device outlined in 
the below table.  Parents can purchase this Damage Waiver through 
one2onerisk.com. 
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8. COST OF REPAIRS 
 

The School District Device Damage Waiver will cover one claim in full for 
breakage of any parts or replacement of the CONNECTED device. The second 
and third claim, families will be responsible for a 
$20 fee. Claims after the third will be at a total cost to the student. If repairs 
support the need for full replacement cost for the Tech Device, the cost will be 
$75. 
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Damage Waiver Deductible for Claims (Per School Calendar Year) 

1st Claim Covered 

2nd-3rd Claim(s) $20 fee each claim 

4th Claim Total cost of repair 

Claims that require full replacement $75 

 

 

What is Covered: What is NOT Covered: 

Accidental damage, such as- purposeful or negligent damage 
drops lost or misplaced 
spills charging cord** 
liquid submersion CONNECTED chromebook skin (sticker) 
fire Picking keys 
flood If a student moves out of district and does not 
natural disasters return chromebook to NPS. 
power surge by lightning  
vandalism (requires school and police report)  
theft (requires school and police report)  

 

*If you do not have One2One coverage, your full replacement cost is $287. 
**Charging cord replacement cost is equal to current cost to district.  Cost is 

subject to change. 
 

Current Acer Chromebook Replacement Cost: 
 

Item Replacement Cost** 

Chromebook $275 

IO Board (headphone jack board) $4.49 

Individual keyboard keys* $1/key 

SPEAKER MODULE L+R $3.07 

MICROPHONE KMXH094087 $1.93 

LCD HINGE BRACKET R $8.46 

LCD HINGE BRACKET L $8.46 

TOUCHPAD SUPPORT BRACKET $1.03 

HINGE CAP RUBBER $0.74 
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ANTENNA ASSY MAIN+AUX 

81EAAL15.GBM 

$1.34 
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CABLE FFC IO BOARD TO MB (130MM / 

34P) 5V 

$0.36 

CABLE FFC TP TO MB (104MM / 8P)3V $0.23 

CABLE FFC LED BOARD TO MB (92.5MM / 

6P)3V 

$0.19 

CABLE ASSY GSENSOR BOARD TO MB 

(6P / 5V) 

$1.41 

LCD CABLE (LVDS) ASSY (40/30/6P,19V) 

(OLD) 

$4.28 

LCD CABLE (LVDS) ASSY (30/30/4/5P,19V) 

(NEW) 

$4.28 

LED BOARD $2.00 

GSENSOR BOARD $2.46 

TOUCHPAD W/MYLAR CP3ISV2M BLACK 

ELAN 

$4.70 

TOUCHPAD KIT ELAN BLACK 

W/BRACKET W/MYLAR CP3ISV2M 

$8.40 

LCD COVER SUB ASSY BLACK $13.88 

LOWER CASE SUB ASSY BLACK $6.01 

KEYBOARD $20.14 

LCD LED TOUCH PANEL W/ BEZEL 11.6 

(GIS 11.6 WXGA NON GLARE 

N11.6HDSUP/AN1160000011 CG1) BLACK 

$151.22 

WLAN INTEL WLAN 7265.NGWG.W D0 

STONEPEAK M.2 2X2 A 

$9.45 

ADAPTER 45W 19V 3-PIN BLACK-TIP - 

1.1X3.0X7.5 DEL 

$8.40 

BATTERY 3-CELL PRISMATIC 3490MAH - $28.67 
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SANYO AC15A 3S1  

MAINBOARD (1.6G) ICQN3150, MEM 4GB, 

EMMC16GB 

$170.14 

CAMERA LITEON HD 

LT_HN165_RTS5838H AOET UNIFIED HDR 

CHROM (chromebook webcam) 

$6.30 

CAMERA CHICONY HD 

CH_OV9728_SPA2083 CHROME 

(chromebook webcam) 

$5.88 

Asset Tags/CONNECTED skin $2.00 

Charging Cord To be determined 

Chromebook, charging cord, and asset 
tags/CONNECTED skin 

$287 

*Contingent upon the key inset(s) not being damaged. Key inset damage will require a full 

keyboard replacement. 

 
**Full cost of repair may include shipping fees for replacement parts. Also, all part prices are 
subject to change based on fees from ACER depot. 

 
In the case of theft, vandalism and other criminal acts, or fire, a police/fire report 
MUST be filed by the student or parent for the waiver coverage to take place. 
A copy of the police/fire report must be provided to the principal’s office. 

 
INTENTIONAL DAMAGE: Students/Parents are responsible for full replacement 
costs of intentional damages to CONNECTED Devices. One2One Risk Device 
Damage Waiver DOES NOT cover intentional damage of the CONNECTED 
Device or any other associated components. 

 
DAMAGE TO ANOTHER STUDENT’S CHROMEBOOK: Students are responsible for claims 

resulting from intentional and/or accidental damage to chromebooks other than their own. 
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ONE2ONE RISK DEVICE DAMAGE WAIVER 
 

The Nixa Public School District recognizes that with the implementation of the 
CONNECTED initiative there is a need to protect the investment by both the 
District and the Student/Parent. The following outlines the various areas of the 
device damage waiver. 

 

One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver 

 
One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver is optional for students, 5th-12th and parents to cover 

CONNECTED Device replacement in the event of theft or accidental damage and to provide 
support and maintenance. This fee is nonrefundable and will not be prorated.  The damage 

waiver cost is 

$25.00 ($50 for family) annually for each CONNECTED device.  Reduced Lunch 
student cost will be 
$15.00 ($30 for family) annually for each CONNECTED device.  Free Lunch 
student cost will be 
$10.00 ($20 for family) for each CONNECTED device. If a family feels that they 
are unable to pay the cost of the Damage Waiver, they can meet with the principal 
to discuss options. This plan will include repairs for the CONNECTED device 
outlined in the below table. Parents can purchase this Damage Waiver through 
one2onerisk.com. 

 

One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver Agreement 

 
I agree to pay One2One Risk an annual damage waiver payment for coverage of 
accidental damage, theft, loss or damage by fire/flood, water. I understand the 
payment is non- refundable. This annual coverage begins upon receipt of the 
payment and ends at the conclusion of the school year. 

 
I understand in the case of theft, vandalism and other criminal acts, or fire, a 
police/fire report MUST be filed by the student or parent for the damage waiver 
coverage to take place. A copy of the police/fire report must be provided to the 
principal’s office. 

 
Further, I understand that One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver DOES NOT 

cover INTENTIONAL DAMAGE. Students/Parents are responsible for full 

replacement costs of intentional damages to CONNECTED devices. One2One 

Risk Damage Waiver DOES NOT cover intentional damage of the 

CONNECTED device or any other associated components. 
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Damage Waiver Deductible for Claims (Per School Calendar Year) 

1st Claim Covered 

2nd-3rd Claim(s) $20 fee each claim 

4th Claim Total cost of repair or replacement 

Claims that require full replacement $75 
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What is Covered: What is NOT Covered: 

Accidental damage, such as- purposeful or negligent damage 
drops lost or misplaced 
spills charging cord** 
liquid submersion CONNECTED chromebook skin (sticker) 
fire Picking keys 
flood If a student moves out of district and does not 
natural disasters return chromebook to NPS. 
power surge by lightning  
vandalism (requires school and police report)  
theft (requires school and police report)  

**Charging cord replacement cost is equal to current cost to district.  Cost is 
subject to change. 

 

NPS Student Pledge for CONNECTED Device Use 

1. I will take good care of my CONNECTED device. 
2. I will never leave the CONNECTED device unattended. 
3. I will never loan out my CONNECTED device to other individuals. 
4. I will know where my CONNECTED device is at all times. 
5. I will charge my CONNECTED device every day. 
6. I will keep food and beverages away from my CONNECTED device since they may cause 

damage to the device. 
7. I will not disassemble any part of my CONNECTED device or attempt any repairs. 
8. I will only use my CONNECTED device in ways that are appropriate. 
9. I will not place decorations (such as stickers, markers, etc.) on the CONNECTED device. I will 

not deface the serial number or asset tag on any CONNECTED device. 
10. I understand that since my CONNECTED device is property of the Nixa School District, there 

is no expectation of privacy with any of its contents. 
11. I will file a police/fire report in case of theft, vandalism, fire and other acts covered by 

insurance. 
12. I will be responsible for all damage or loss caused by neglect or abuse. 
13. I agree to return the District CONNECTED device and power cords in good working 

condition. 
14. I understand that my CONNECTED device is subject to inspection at any time without notice 

and remains the property of the Nixa School District. I understand that my use of the 
district’s technology resources is not private and that the school district may monitor my 
electronic communications and all other use of the CONNECTED device or other district 
technology resources. I consent to district interception of or access to all of my electronic 
communications using the CONNECTED device or other district technology resources as well 
as all data I store on the CONNECTED device or district technology resources, including 
deleted files, pursuant to state and federal law. 



1 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pertinent CONNECTED Facts: 
 

CONNECTED devices will be collect from all 2nd-11th grade students at the end 
of the 2018-2019 school year. 7th-12th grade students enrolled in summer school 
by May 17th will keep their devices through the end of summer school at which 
time the device will be collected for routine maintenance. 

 
All students to the district, 3rd through 12th grade, will receive a CONNECTED devices. All 

Families have the option to purchase a One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver at 
one2onerisk.com for 3rd through 12th students. The optional One2One Risk Device Damage 

Waiver outlines the requirement for families to protect the CONNECTED Device investment for 
the school district. Please review the optional One2One Risk Device Damage Waiver included in 

this handbook. K-2nd grade devices stay at school in classroom device carts for the duration of 
the school year and are never sent home. 

 
CONNECTED devices will be inspected two to three times a year so they can 
be checked for serviceability. If a student transfers out of NPS during the school 
year, the CONNECTED device will be returned at that time. 

 
Individual school CONNECTED devices and accessories must be returned to 
the distributing school help desk at the end of each school year if you are 
graduating or not returning the following school year. 
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